
Good Friday 
 

Things have taken a terrible turn, at least in the eyes of the 
disciples.  In the span of a few short days the loud prophetic 
shouts of, “Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord!  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 
ancestor David!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!”, have been 
replaced with, “Crucify him!”  Frightened they have all taken 
flight save the women and John, the beloved disciple. 
 
Hopes for a coming kingdom, power, and influence that 
would throw off Roman rule leaches from their hearts not 

unlike the blood dripping from the fatal wounds of their tortured teacher and Lord. 
Watching from a distance, fearing even to be seen in groups of two or three, they 
witness the horror unfolding, what appears to be the end of everything!  
 
Did they blame Judas?  The Romans?  The Temple Priests, leaders of the Sanhedrin, 
or Pilot?  Surely they didn’t blame themselves.  Hadn’t they, like their master, only 
purposed to share the good news, spread hope, heal the sick, and feed the poor?  Peter 
knew though, as did the others, that he who had promised to follow Jesus to prison and 
even death, denied him and abandoned him like everyone else.  There was an 
abundance of guilt to go around. 
 
We pacify ourselves reading in Luke 24:26, “Was it not necessary that the Messiah 
should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” The Doctrine of Atonement 
and Gerhard Forde’s Happy Exchange release us, too easily I fear, from Christ’s charge 
to his disciples and us. “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me (Matthew 16:24).”  Can we truly receive the 
height, depth, and breadth of a gift we have failed to open and experience personally? 
 
How quickly we convince ourselves that our sins are less heinous than our neighbors!  
Certainly we are not like Judas or those who perpetrate great evil against God, 
humanity, and the creation!  Yet we readily squander what is in God’s purse on 
ourselves, those we deem important or worthy, or those who are most like us.  When 
push comes to shove and a hard choice needs to be made - do we opt for what is in our 
own best interest, provides immediate gratification, or do we follow Jesus?   Do we not 
abandon Christ regularly as it suits us?  There is still an abundance of guilt to go 
around.  
 
Today we remember the costly grace of the One who did not count equality with God as 
something to be exploited.  We remember his self-emptying and obedient death on a 
cross for our sake, that we might be clothed in his righteousness.  Today, life and death 
are placed before us.  The miracle of this Friday called “Good”, is the ability for mere 
mortals dead in sin, to rise up and walk in newness of life with the One whose name is 
above every name, Jesus Christ the Lord!  May it be so, to glory of God the Father! 
 


