
The Hanson Family 
Patrick, Tosanna, Hailey, & Julia 

 
A few weeks after Julia’s 3rd birthday, she began 
exhibiting symptoms that required trips to the 
Emergency Room but no one was able to figure 
out what was wrong.  Julia was sent on to 
Children’s Hospital in Minneapolis, where on 
October 28th, she was diagnosed with Nephrotic 
Syndrome/Minimal Change Disease.  Her kidneys 
were not functioning properly, releasing protein 

into her urine normally filtered through healthy kidneys, causing her to retain dangerous levels 
of fluid.   
 
Treatment entails 12 weeks of steroids: six weeks of high dose and six weeks of low dose.  
Julia has relapsed twice while on steroids which is very atypical.  Doctors are concerned she 
may still have an undiagnosed underlying issue.  Currently family is waiting for a scheduled 
kidney biopsy to determine the direction of Julia’s treatment.  Individuals may outgrow this 
disease around the age of 18 to 20 years with occasional relapses that respond well to steroid 
treatment.  Other individuals suffer with chronic debilitating symptoms.  Because Julia is not 
responding to treatment as hoped, her family is necessarily deeply concerned. 
 
The Hanson family’s greatest challenges at this stage include: the UNKNOWN; juggling work, 
schedules & life; Hailey’s inability to grasp all that is happening; fear of infection, internal 
bleeding or the puncturing of another organ during the biopsy. 
 
When asked how we might best companion them during this difficult time their immediate 
response was, “Prayers!  Please pray for Julia and all of us!”   
 
At CLC’s December Council meeting it was agreed that if the family was receptive a Special 
Offering would be taken to 
help offset travel, lodging, loss 
of income from work, and 
medical expense.  The 
Hanson’s gratefully accepted 
this offer; the date for this 
Special Offering will be 
Sunday, February 5th, 2017.  
The Hanson’s were deeply 
grateful for the Coborn’s 
Cards gifted to them by 
members of Christ Lutheran 
shortly before Christmas!   
 
Anyone wishing to contribute to this mission effort on behalf of the Hanson family may do so 
at any time.  Donations should be written to CLC; be sure to designate your gift for the 
“Hanson Family”.   
 


